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Background Methods and Results: Sensory Evaluation

Vaginal Microbicides are a women-controlled method to reduce or block the transmission of HIV
and other STIs. Several microbicide prototypes are in the clinical trial pipeline but no products
have been commercialized to date. Llack of patient compliance has been shown to impair the real
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We are investigating carrageenan-based microbicide prototypes in the form of gel ovules which

when 1inserted vaginally will function as drug delivery vehicles. To understand how women’s B i

preferences and willingness to use are governed by the product’s physical attributes, we have A\ . . .
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prepared gel ovules of varying size, shape and firmness in an iterative design process. - : ;
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users versus non users of common vaginal products.
Methods & Results: Physical characterization and drug release Conclusions
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